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another since construction days, when the two types of
coin were used to pay off the two classes of workers.6
Despite recent desultory official motions to end it segre-
gation is still practiced in virtually all public places. This
policy is particularly hateful to Mestizos and other non-
Africans who find themselves driven pell mell into "Silver**
clubhouses, swimming pools, housing areas, and theaters
with the dark-skinned, West Indian English-speaking
Negroes and barred from "Gold" establishments, since any
degree of color, however slight, seems to class one in
Yanqui eyes as "Silver/* A recent substitution of the terms
"National** and "Local** for the old expressions "Gold" and
"Silver** does not of course change the situation.
Communists in Panama have been quick to exploit the
inconsistency between talk of "civil rights** at Washington,
D. C., and performance at Canal Headquarters on Balboa
Heights. Serious race riots have occurred at Balboa in the
La Boca "Silver** quarters, and anti-Yanqriw demonstra-
tions have been staged in Panama. It is the mission of
Isthmian Communists to contribute to the "Cold War*' by
causing as much embarrassment as possible to the North
Americans in Panama. In view of the strategic importance
of the Panama Canal in any hemispheric defense plan,
the potential danger of this Red activity is easily under-
stood.
On Judy 22, 1949, President Truman signed a bill to
bring all employees of the Panama Canal under Civil
Service.6 This Act will probably be construed to place
them under the "Loyalty Oath** laws, and require of them
"no-strike against the Government** affidavits, which have
been required of regular U.S. Civil Service employees
since World War IL7 It would seem, however, that real
Communists would have no compunction about making
such affidavits with their fingers crossed and remaining